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Abstract: One of the important and indispensable activities at the University is doing scientific research. During 

13 years of establishment and development, University of Phan Thiet has always focused on encouraging 

lecturers and students to develop in this field. However, there are still many limitations in developing the quantity 

and quality of scientific papers. This article focuses on studying the current situation, thereby proposing some 

solutions to promote scientific research activities of students of the Faculty of Foreign Languages.  
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I. Introduction 

As the only university in Binh Thuan province, for many years, University of Phan Thiet has trained and 

provided a large number of human resources to serve the recruitment needs of the province. One of the 

activities associated with specialized teaching for students of the Faculty of Foreign Languages is the 

development of scientific research. It can be said that scientific research is an experiential process from theory to 

practice and brings practical meanings to students. In many different forms such as essay writing, internship 

report, thesis work, scientific research will train students to think creatively, practice analytical skills, synthesize 

knowledge, think logically, and build a spirit of cooperation. Scientific research is also an opportunity for 

students to demonstrate their own capabilities, practice soft skills such as teamwork skills, time management 

skills, presentation skills, etc. However, in facing many obstacles from students, students' scientific research still 

has certain limitations. Therefore, one of the important orientations of the Faculty of Foreign Languages towards 

professional development for students is to understand the current situation and offer solutions to promote this 

scientific research. Because of the importance of this, faculty leaders and faculty members have always 

encouraged and supported students in scientific research such as adding course points and supporting funding 

for scientific research. 

 

II. Scientific research 

2.1  Scientific research of students at the Faculty of Foreign Languages. 

The achievements 

In professional practice, the similarity between educational inquiry experience and scientific inquiry is 

often used as a criterion for evaluating scientific learning opportunities (Hofstein and Lunetta, 2004). In 

Australia, efforts to place chemistry teaching in a meaningful environment provide students with the opportunity 

to conduct extensive and independent experimental research (King et al., 2008). In Germany, educators tried 
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structured pre-experimental activities to guide students to formulate research questions and designs (Neber and 

Anton 2008). 

In University of Phan Thiet, it is the fact that the number of students doing scientific research is still too 

small, and the number of annual scientific research projects out of the total number of students of the Faculty is 

only less than 2%. There is no student who has won any awards for doing scientific research at any levels. In 

2021, thanks to the encouragement of the faculty members in the faculty and the policy of financial support for 

students doing science research, there were nine students participating in scientific research. In particular, one 

of them participated in the Eureka science prize. She entered the top 10 excellent students of the country with 

the research topic "Some Common Errors in English Speaking Lessons of the First and Second year English-Major 

Students at University of Phan Thiet". In the last 4 years, the total number of projects successfully defended is 

23. This is a very modest number in the university training process and is not commensurate with the number of 

students of the Faculty. Students participating in scientific research mainly focus on the group of 3rd-year and 

4th-year students. The professional knowledge has not accumulated much, then most of the topics are still 

heavily theoretical, and the practical applicability is not high. 

 

No.  Academic year  
 

No. of students 

1  2018  390 

2  2019  450  

3 

4  

2020  

2021 

490 

485 

Table 1. The number of students 

 

No.  Academic year   
No. of scientific research  Percentage  

%  

1  2018  4 1,0  

2  2019 6 1,3  

3  

4 

2020 

2021 

6  

9 

1,22 

1,85 

 Total  23    

Table 2. The numbers of scientific research of students 

 

The disadvantages and causes 

According to (Sadler et al., 2010), for many programs that create opportunities for students to participate 

in real research, the stated goal is to promote future participation in science. Students may require choosing to 

study more science, choosing a science major at the university as well as pursuing a scientific career. Many 

studies on the undergraduate apprenticeship program have examined the extent to which this goal is achieved. 

These studies of Hunter et al. (2007) and Russell (2006) showed that apprenticeship experience helps prepare 

and interest in pursuing future scientific opportunities.  

The scientific research of students of the Faculty of Foreign Languages, University of Phan Thiet has 

achieved certain results. However, there are still some disadvantages. The reason is conducting a research 

project is a rather complicated and difficult job for students. In addition to research, students must complete 

other subjects. They lack transportation, lack of experience in data collection, printing, surveying... In addition, a 

few students are not active, and lack passion, do not have clear goals to strive for, and do not have a specific 

plan in studying. Another important issue is students' knowledge of the scientific research field is not enough in 

terms of both quality and quantity. Currently, there is not a strong connection between the Faculty of Foreign 
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Languages and students in scientific research. There has not been a regular and powerful information channel to 

bring content on this issue to students. There are no orientation sessions; guiding students to understand what 

scientific research is or what do they need to do to do scientific research. Students do not know where to start 

writing, what the purpose of the research is, and which research tools/methods are the most effective. Scientific 

research has not yet become a habit and passion among students. As the result, most students consider doing 

scientific research as really challenging as it is only for excellent students. Students' academic writing skills are 

not good enough is also a matter of discussion while students do scientific research. They mainly lack experience 

in writing a long essay, or a research paper. Students often do not read enough relevant literature reviews 

before starting to research a topic. Therefore, in writing, they are prone to make mistakes such as plagiarism, 

grammar, word usage, spelling, etc. Students do not have much time to spend on scientific research due to lack 

of motivation, lack of opportunities for international exchange, and professional training through seminars and 

workshops. 

 

Finally, the university's regulations on scientific research do not encourage students to participate in 

writing scientific research papers because the amount of money paid for scientific research is not reasonable. 

This is not enough for them to collect surveys as well as print documents etc. In addition, finance is a big obstacle 

for students. Most of the students have difficult circumstances, live far away from home and they have to work 

part-time to pay for their studies. In fact, participating in scientific research has many costs such as costs for data 

search, data collection, data printing, surveying costs, information costs, and extra money for contacting 

participants, etc. However, the reality is that the funding from the university is low in comparison to the above 

costs. Therefore, to satisfy their passion for scientific research, students have to spend more money to pay for 

the above jobs. Therefore, they face many difficulties in participating in scientific research. 

 

2.2. Solutions to improve students' scientific research. 

Changing awareness and understanding about scientific research for students 

The Faculty of Foreign Languages should focus on disseminating scientific research to students in the most 

detailed way. Lecturers need to guide students to see the importance of scientific research activities through 

sharing experiences in writing. Lecturers need to clearly guide students such as a) procedures for registration 

and approval of scientific research projects at faculty and university level; b) how to prepare the proposal; c) 

how to write the following chart; c) how to write the interview sheet; d) how to collect survey and interview 

data; e) how to analyze the data; f) how to refer to the APA6 standard citation. More specifically, the lecturer 

provides systematic instructions on how to conduct research. Lecturers also need to guide students to choose 

topics that are appropriate to their practice, level of knowledge, and relevant to their trained profession. When 

they have specific orientation, knowledge, and research methods, students will feel that scientific research is not 

too difficult a job and they can completely do it. 

 

Innovating policies and bonuses, providing timely rewards for doing scientific research 

The school needs to have a more reasonable support and reward policy for students' scientific research. 

Completing a topic usually takes about three to six months. A lot of time and effort is spent, but the 

disproportionate economic efficiency will not create interest for students. To complete the topic, the author 

must have an idea that matches the requirements of the school's scientific council. Then there is the review of 

the outline, the reading of the material, the writing and editing, the correction and the writing, and the defense 

of the thesis in front of the school board. Meanwhile, the amount of 2 million to 5 million VND for a student 

scientific research project in our opinion is still very modest. Therefore, in order to encourage students to do 

scientific research, the university needs to rebuild the payment level for scientific topics in a more satisfactory 

way. 

 

Encourage students to participate in scientific research in cooperating with lecturers 
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Faculty of Foreign Languages should encourage lecturers and students to accompany in scientific 

research. Working with lecturers will create confidence, encouragement as well as interest in scientific research 

for students. Students can collaborate with lecturers to carry out scientific research projects at the faculty level, 

or at the university level. Lecturers can guide students to perform simple and appropriate tasks such as data 

collection, document collection, subject interviews, correction of typographical errors, text presentation errors, 

etc. from experience. With this practical experience, students can confidently do their own scientific research 

later. 

III. Conclusion 

With the advantage of geographical location and the accreditation of higher education institutions by the 

Education Accreditation Center - Hanoi National University, University of Phan Thiet has the strength to train 

human resources for not only Binh Thuan province but also training to provide human resources for neighboring 

provinces, contributing to the local economic development. Scientific research brings practical meanings to 

students. Participating in scientific research is an opportunity for students to demonstrate their own capabilities, 

practice their ability to think critically, independently, and creatively. To promote this activity, the Faculty of 

Foreign Languages should equip students with sufficient knowledge of scientific research. At the same time, 

encourage and create a scientific research environment for student right at the first years of university 

programs. The leaders of University of Phan Thiet  as well as the leader of the Faculty of Foreign Languages play 

an important role in guiding the success of the complete training process. Accordingly, students are the focus of 

the training process, and they should facilitate and provide with the necessary knowledge in doing research. 
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